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“Many of you in this room are familiar with Bob’s story,” speaker Barry Meier told 
the audience in the intimate backroom at Forlini’s. In fact, while none of the investi-
gators at the table had met “Bob”, all of them had heard of Robert A. Levinson, a 
retired U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency and F.B.I. agent who disappeared in Iran in 
March 2007 at age 59.  

 
Meier, an investigative reporter at the New York Times, de-
scribed his almost decade-long journey “working the story” 
that led to his latest book, Missing Man: The American Spy 
Who Vanished in Iran. He recalled wandering around the office 
sometimes in 2007, “with a fraudster syndrome,” looking for 
his next story idea, when he stumbled across a  Financial 
Times article about Robert Levinson. The official story was that 
Levinson, a bon vivant father of seven living in Florida, had 
disappeared on an Iranian island while investigating cigarette 

MISSING MAN:  

AN INVESTIGATOR DISAPPEARS 
Our June dinner was about one of our own: A former federal agent 

turned private investigator. A special assignment took him to Iran, 

where he vanished almost a decade ago.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Drug_Enforcement_Agency
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Our January 

18 dinner at 

Forlini’s  

S P I O N L I N E  

 
 

counterfeiting on behalf of a big tobacco company. “What caught up my attention was that the story suggested that 
Robert Levinson had gone to Iran to meet another American: a murderer fugitive called Dawud Salahuddin,” Meier 
said. 
 
Back in 2007, the official story was that Robert Levinson was in Iran as a private investigator investigating cigarette 
counterfeiting on behalf of a big tobacco company when he vanished. From his years covering the big tobacco settle-
ments in the late 90s, Meier had met many PIs. When he gave them a call about the story, virtually all of his contacts 
told him the same thing: It was absurd that a white PI with a Jewish-sounding name, and who didn’t speak Farsi, would 
be sent to Iran to investigate cigarette counterfeiting. Then, one of Robert Levinson’s friends, a retired television pro-
ducer named Ira Silverman, gave the reporter a crucial piece of information: Levinson had a part-time consulting con-

tract with the C.I.A. Was Levinson on an approved mission to try and 
develop the American fugitive as a C.I.A. informant? Silverman told 
Meier that the C.I.A. had not contacted Bob’s wife, Christine. The 
F.B.I. was blowing them off. He wanted a reporter to get involved to 
try to get some answers. 
 
Levinson’s consulting contract for the C.I.A. had expired by the time 
Christine gave Barry Meier access to her husband’s files: a treasure 
trove of ten boxes full of reports and documents. In Missing Man, the 
author describes a process that investigators of all stripes can relate 
to: spending time, passion and energy reviewing papers and e-mails 
by an individual never met, though we feel as if we had. Barry Meier 
was amazed at the diversity of cases: “I found it fascinating that the 
type of work private investigators do and I do is very similar,” noted 

the reporter. “We try to convince people  to talk to us. We swap information.” The difference is that investigators in 
Law Enforcement “have extra candy that they can hand out to people to encourage them to talk, from reduced jail 
time to solving one’s immigration problems.”  One file recounted, for example, how a big donor to Hillary Clinton’s 
New York Senate campaign was looking to get his prison time on a fraud charge reduced in exchange for information 
about the leader of Hezbollah, the Lebanese terror group, Meier recalls in this New York Times’ article. 
 
Pressure to get information on Iran 
 
Robert Levinson’s files also revealed the investigator’s difficult time transitioning from the government to private sec-
tor jobs. Levinson had lost one job with a private investigation agency, gained others, was traveling constantly and had 
become somewhat of a lone wolf. He didn’t have “the polish, the patience or the interest to make it in the corporate 
world,” Meier writes in his book, and, as a father of seven 
children, was under tremendous financial pressure. When 
someone from the C.I.A. brought him back into the govern-
ment in 2006, as a contractor for the “illicit financial activi-
ties” unit, Levinson was back at the game but things around 
him had changed: “There was tremendous pressure to get 
information about Iran. Iran was the flavor of the day at the 
C.I.A,” said Barry Meier. The journalist is clear that there’s no 
evidence that Robert Levinson received an order from the 
C.I.A. to go to Iran. These kind of orders aren’t typically put 
in writing anyway. “I’d like to think that there were smart 
enough not to approve this mission,” said Meier. But, based 
on his extensive research, he is convinced that the C.I.A. 
“was encouraging Bob Levinson to take risks.” 
 
While the first half of Missing Man traces the journey that takes Levinson to Iran and his desperation to find a bigger 
role for himself, the second half retraces the search. “By early 2008, I knew that Bob had a relationship with the 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/03/insider/a-reporter-is-an-unlikely-keeper-of-secrets-in-the-case-of-a-missing-cia-consultant.html?_r=0
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C.I.A.,” recalls Meier. The reporter 
and his editors decided not to con-
test the government’s version of 
events, to not endanger the missing 
investigator. They sat on the story 
for six years until the Associated 
Press disclosed Levinson’s C.I.A ties 
at the end of 2013.   
 
“Thirty-three of service to the Unit-
ed States deserves something…”  
 
Robert Levinson was last seen alive 
in a 2010 hostage video sent to his 
wife around Thanksgiving. In the 
video, he pleads the U.S. govern-
ment for help: “Please help me get 
home… Thirty-three of service to the 
United States deserves something…” 
the investigator says. The video led 
to negotiations. “The FBI was re-
cruiting people to gather infor-
mation, offering visas,” said Meier. 
Earlier this year, the Levinson family 
had great hopes that the Iran deal 
would lead to Bob’s release: “They 
were crushed when the hostage 
swap that took place didn’t involve 
him,” explained the reporter. He 
also described himself as “greatly 
disappointed in the Obama admin-
istration”: I felt that they abandoned 
him,” said Meier.  
 
In May, Barry Meier published an 

article about how private investiga-

tor friends and former colleagues of 

Bob Levinson had reached out to 

the F.B.I. to offer help and were all 

pushed away. The journalist often 

wonders about his decision to re-

spect the wish of the Levinson fami-

ly and keep Levinson’s C.I.A. ties 

secret for six years.  “If we had bro-

ken the story earlier, would we have 

had a different outcome?” 

P A G E  3  

SPI President Bruce Sackman and Missing Man author Barry Meier. 

 

The “SPI” room at Forlini’s. 20 SPI members received a free copy of the book. 

http://www.mediaite.com/tv/ap-explains-decision-to-reveal-missing-american-was-working-for-cia/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/15/nyregion/seeking-robert-levinson-cia-consultant-who-vanished.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/15/nyregion/seeking-robert-levinson-cia-consultant-who-vanished.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/15/nyregion/seeking-robert-levinson-cia-consultant-who-vanished.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/15/nyregion/seeking-robert-levinson-cia-consultant-who-vanished.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/15/nyregion/seeking-robert-levinson-cia-consultant-who-vanished.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/15/nyregion/seeking-robert-levinson-cia-consultant-who-vanished.html?_r=0
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XFBI suggests 

spreading 

#WhatAboutBob as 

part of their social 

media campaign to 

secure the release of  

Bob Levinson. 

Former FBI agents’Bob Levinson pin 

 

 

 

pin to everyone 

you meet and 

use this pin as 

an opportunity 

to make this a 

national cry.” 

The $3 pin can be or-
dered on the Society of 
Former Special Agents 
website: https://
socxfbi.site-ym.com/
Login.ed theiraspx 
 

At our June dinner SPI 

member Alan C. Stoddart 

brought a yellow ribbon 

pin issued by the Society of 

Former Special Agents. In 

the Feburary issue of their 

newsletter, The Society 

Scoop, the retired agents 

explained their involve-

ment: 

“Our Society is 

sorely disappoint-

ed that the U.S. 

Government did 

not secure the re-

lease of Bob along 

with the other five 

prisoners that 

were released a 

few weeks ago 

from Iran. Show 

your support to 

renew the pres-

sure on the White 

House to answer 

this critical ques-

tion by wearing a 

Bob Levinson pin 

daily. Explain the 

significance of this 
 

S P I O N L I N E  

https://socxfbi.site-ym.com/Login.aspx
https://socxfbi.site-ym.com/Login.aspx
https://socxfbi.site-ym.com/Login.aspx
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Congratulations to new and returning SPI members 
Paul Babakitis,Vincent Guastamacchia, Frank Hickey 

Member Vincent Guastamacchia in the news 

Vincent Guastamacchia, co-founder of Perimeter Agency in 

New York City was interviewed by the New York Post in July 

about the mistakes that we make leaving us vulnerable to bur-

glary, especially during the summer. He advised to not display 

your valuables and current location on Social Media or games 

such as Pokémon Go. Excerpt: 

“Burglars are smart — they check social media” for empty 
apartments, said security expert Vincent Guastamacchia, co-
founder of Perimeter Agency. He also says that if you play 
Pokémon Go incessantly, not only are you blasting your where-
abouts, your phone 
is more easily com-
promised when 
Bluetooth is on. 

 
Guastamacchia, a retired 17-year veteran of the NYPD's 
hostage negotiation unit, was also interviewed by the 
Post earlier this year on busy New York parents being 
suspicious of their nannies and reaching out to private 
investigators to investigate.  Guastamacchia described 
the services his three-year agency provides — whether 
it’s doing extensive background checks or setting up sur-
veillance teams of trained detectives.  
 
You can follow his agency on Twitter @perimeteragency 

You’ve asked for it, SPI is doing it: an automatic mem-
bership payment system is being implemented to make 
it easier to join or renew any time of the calendar year, 
with a credit card or the old-fashioned way. 
 
As always, hats off to SPI’s membership chairman Bill 
Golodner whose role is essential to the health and 
vitality of our association and its ability to serve the 
investigative community. Bill’s primary duties are new 
members recruitment and membership satisfaction. 
 
Bill is the president of Golodner Investigations, Inc. , an 
investigations and security firm specialized in landlord-
tenant investigations in the New York City area. He can 
be reached at 1 (888) 285-8808. 

http://perimeteragency.com
http://nypost.com/2016/07/21/these-4-mistakes-are-leaving-vulnerable-to-a-burglary/
https://twitter.com/perimeteragency
http://www.golodnergroup.com
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SPI member Det. Alex Argiro at work 
P A G E  7  

NYPD Detective Alex 
Argiro was mentioned in 
two major New York 
newspapers recently, 
starting with the New 
York Post on May 29. 
Nayla Kidd, a Columbia 
University engineering 
student who had gone 
missing in April, wrote a 
first-person essay for 
the tabloid, describing 
how Detective Argiro 
found her hiding in 
Brooklyn. Excerpt: 
 
Three big cops came 
into my room. 
“You know we’ve been 
looking for you nonstop 
for the past three days?” 

said Detective 
Alex Argiro, who 
had dark hair 
and a piercing stare. 
At that point, I knew I 
needed to face reality.  
 
The full story is here. 
 
Then, a few weeks 
later, Detective Argiro 
found himself in the 
New York Daily News 
(see photo to the 
right). Unbeknownst to 
him, a newpaper 
lenseman had photo-
graphed him investi-
gating the crime scene 
in the Harlem housing 
complex. 

Were you interviewed on TV or on the radio, featured in an 

online media, newspaper or magazine? Do tell SPI! We’re 

happy to signal members media mentions on our social 

media (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube channel…) and in SPI-

Online, of course. Reach out to SPI President Sackman or 

 

SPI at the Toronto Intellenet conference 

In the media? Tell SPI! Charles-Eric 

Gordon in the 

“SPI mem-

bers in the 

news” photo 

album on 

Facebook 

Several SPI members are proud members of the International Intelligence Network, 
INTELLENET, a world-wide network of investigators and security consultants. In June, 
SPI Board Members Bruce Hulme and Emmanuelle Welch attended the 33rd Annual 
Intellenet conference in Toronto, Canada. The 120 or so attendees formed the most 
engaging group with extraordinary collective expertise, and were provided with a ster-

ling training experience. Presenters shared knowledge on hacking, forensic entomology, criminal investi-
gations, top-notch report writing, corporate risk mitigation, Canadian and other international investiga-
tions ...The 2017 Intellenet conference will take place in Denver, Co.  

http://nypost.com/2016/05/29/why-i-had-to-escape-my-ivy-league-life-and-disappear/
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/man-22-shot-harlem-housing-complex-article-1.2680930
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/man-22-shot-harlem-housing-complex-article-1.2680930
https://www.facebook.com/SPIdetectives/
https://twitter.com/spidetectives
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-kBL_rT9zcA2yGDQV6uthA
http://intellenetwork.org/
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Uber, the unlicensed PI & Pretexting 
The California-based ride-hailing app Uber Technologies, Inc. retained a Manhattan-based 
unlicensed private investigator: Pretense and surreptitious issues emerge from the case, 
writes SPI’s legislative liaison Bruce Hulme, who is also director of Government Affairs at 
Investigative & Security Professionals for Legislative Action (ISPLA).  

 A civil federal litigation case in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York has brought forth 
a ruling of interest to New York private investigators that may have implications in other states as well. On 
Monday Judge Jed Rakoff ruled that Uber Technologies, Inc. and its CEO Travis Kalanick could not use back-
ground information it obtained from an unlicensed investigation firm, Global Precision Research LLC, doing 
business as Ergo, and which had utilized pretext on Spencer Meyer, a Connecticut passenger who brought a 
price-fixing suit against Kalanick. 
  

Manhattan-
based Ergo, 
hired by Uber 
to conduct the 
investigation 
into the plaintiff 
and his lawyer, 
"engaged in 
fraudulent and 
arguably crimi-
nal conduct," 
according to 

the judge. Ergo was not licensed to conduct private investigations in New York state and its operative inter-
viewed subjects under false pretenses. There may also have been violations of state laws in by recording sur-
reptitious interviews without subjects' consent. Connecticut, where some of the investigation was conduct-
ed, is a two-party consent state. Ergo, whose top executives include a former CIA officer, was retained to 
delve into Meyer's background after filing his lawsuit in December 2015. Uber initially denied that it had 
done so—later blaming the denial on internal miscommunications—and then maintained that the investiga-
tion was initiated out of security concerns for its CEO, according to recent news accounts in Crain's New York 
and Bloomberg. 
 
In a 31-page opinion, Judge Rakoff wrote "It is a sad day, when, in response to the filing of a commercial law-
suit, a corporate defendant feels compelled to hire unlicensed private investigators to conduct secret per-
sonal background investigations of both the plaintiff and his counsel." 
  
In a motion filed several weeks ago - about which ISPLA has previously commented - the plaintiff, Spencer 
Meyer, had asked the court to block Uber and Kalanick from using any material from the investigation in the 
price-fixing suit. The judge ordered that the defendants could not make use "of the fruits of their own trou-
bling conduct."  In seeking information about Meyer's attorney, Andrew Schmidt, Ergo’s investigator lied say-
ing he was researching "up-and-coming labor lawyers and in checking on the plaintiff had pretended to study 
“up-and-coming researchers in environmental conservation,” according to court papers. 
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 Pretense: An Essential Recognized Investigative Technique 

Media reports such as the recent coverage of the Uber/Ergo scandal can be quick to 

demonize “pretexting,” as if it was “a bad word,” but when used by licensed and ethi-

cal investigators in the course of lawful investigations, the use of pretense is a recog-

nized investigative tool. As mentioned by ISPLA, the  International Association of Se-

curity & Investigative Regulators, an association of State and Provincial regulators in 

the U.S. and Canada, not only recognizes but defends pretexting and other forms of 

subterfuge: 

“Be it resolved that IASIR recognizes the common practice of pretext as an in-
vestigative tool in lawful investigations by both public law enforcement and li-
censed private investigators and security practitioners.” 

ISPLA’s Bruce Hulme is often asked about the ethical use of pretexting: “When the 

lawyers are the clients, they must set boundaries of permissible conduct,” he told in-

vestigators at a joint SPI and ALDONYS training in 2014, before adding: “Misuse of 

dissemblance can ensnare lawyers as well as investigators.”  

 At a court hearing earlier this month, Ergo’s lawyer apologized for the company and said the tactics 
don’t represent the firm’s usual behavior and that the company didn’t find any negative information 
about Meyer. Judge Rakoff said he was “profoundly skeptical” of Uber’s claim that the company was try-
ing to make sure Meyer wasn’t a security threat to Kalanick. It was unlikely that such a person would file 
a public lawsuit as a first step in physically threatening the executive, the judge said. 
  
Judge Rakoff also criticized Uber for making “false denials” when Meyer’s legal team questioned why an 
investigator appeared to be interviewing his friends and colleagues under false pretenses. Once Uber 
owned up to what was going on, the  judge said the company sought to bar Meyer from discussing the 
dispute in court in exchange for revealing information about the probe. 
  
Meyer had initially sued Kalanick, not the company, which Uber officials claimed had raised alarms. Uber 
was later named in the suit. Emails between Uber and Ergo, however, showed that the issue of security 
was never brought up and that the aim was to prepare a report that "highlights all derogatories." Meyer 
had also asked that Uber pay for all legal fees incurred as a result of the investigation and Uber's foot-
dragging in allowing the details to come to light. The judge did not have to give a decision on that point, 
since the parties had reached a financial settlement.  
 
 The case, which has settled, is Meyer v. Kalanick, 1:15-cv-09796, US DC, SDNY 
 

http://www.ispla.org/currentlegislativenews/245491
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SPI has proven itself to be the premier fraternal in-
vestigative society in New York. Our monthly meet-
ings continue to present the top experts in their fields, 
and the networking opportunities are second to none.     

Each year our annual dinners  attract the top law en-
forcement officials and forensic experts in the nation.  
Our newsletter is distributed to over 1,500 profes-
sionals and we continue to keep the annual dues at a 
very affordable $75 per year.  
 
Visit http://spionline.info/membership/join/ 

 

THE NEW YORKER PRESENTS… SPI  

Make 2016 the year you join SPI! 

In case you missed the Premiere  

of the show in March, the Society 

of Professional Investigators is 

featured in Episode 10 of the 

most talked about new TV shows 

of 2016, “The New Yorker Pre-

sents.”  

The opening segment, “Snoops” takes the viewer to one of 

our monthly dinners at Forlini’s. We shadow SPI President 

Bruce Sackman all the way to the back room and attend a 

SPI dinner with professional investigators from all disci-

ples, including forensic psychologist Michael Welner, med-

ico-legal death investigator Barbara Butcher, expert process 

server Irving Botwinick, landlord & tenant investigator Bill 

Golodner, recently retired NYC HRA investigator Charles 

Iadanza, private eye Paul Babakitis, an anonymous Russian

-American investigator…  

You’ll need to be an Amazon Prime member to watch the 

show, accessible on this page ( http://amzn.com/

B00RR12SS2  - select Episode 10)  

http://spionline.info/membership/join/
http://amzn.com/B00RR12SS2
http://amzn.com/B00RR12SS2
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CNN Legal Analyst Paul Callan: 
from high-profile cases to wrongful conviction investigations 

CNN legal analyst Paul Callan gave a 
captivating presentation to SPI on May 
19, built around his experience work-
ing closely with investigators through-
out his professional life. Eclectic is 
probably the word that describes him 
best: Callan, who has worked as a pa-
per boy, Country Club caddie, cab driv-
er, assistant DA and is currently a trial 
counsel, has been involved in some of 
America most well-known criminal and 
civil matters of the past four decades.  
 
The Boston College Law School alum 
brought us back to 1975, when he be-
gan his legal career at the Brooklyn 
DA’s office. “The starting salary for dis-
trict attorneys in New York was 
$11,500 a year,” he recalled, and 
“because of New York City’s financial 
crisis, I didn’t get a paycheck for six 
months or so. The crime rate was three 
times than it is now and we only had one third the number of assistant DAs that we have now.”  While 
there, he was one of the prosecutors on the case of People v. David Berkowitz, the Son of Sam case. Callan 
hung out his own shingle as a solo practitioner in 1980 and quickly learned that the best piece of advice was 
“get you fee upfront.” He successfully represented the Estate of Nicole Brown Simpson in the civil suit 
against O.J. Simpson. Among other celebrity clients: Ivana Trump, Leo DiCaprio and Quentin Tarantino.  
 
In the audience, the legal analyst was cheered on by Management Resources principals Bob Rahn and Kim 
Anklin, two private investigators and SPI members who worked with Callan on the Randy Williams wrongful 
conviction case. Callan touched on the reasons by he has taken great interest in wrongful conviction cases 
in recent years and why he serves as of counsel to the specialty firm Edelman & Edelman. He said that rep-
resenting an innocent client in a murder case is intense and highly stressful as well: “You’re always second-
guessing yourself. One error on your part and a person could be sent to prison for life.” 
 
Describing memories of his night rides to gruesome crime scenes as a Brooklyn ADA in the 70s, Paul Callan 

confessed that he’s reached a point where he very much enjoys the peaceful Central Park views afforded 

from the CNN studios at the Time Warner Center. The legal commentator appears awestruck by his privi-

lege, especially since he joined the CNN team at an age when many others retire. He’s happy to keep doing 

it as long as possible, even though, in an essay published on CNN.com, Paul Callan wrote that he “looks for-

ward to residing at an upscale assisted living facility in the future at the expense of his three Millennial chil-

dren.”   

Paul Callan, Bob Rahn, Kim Anklin and Gil Alba 

Paul Callan’s blog http://callanlegal.blogspot.de 
On Twitter: @paulcallan  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

S P I O N L I N E  
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Coming to SPI October 

 

Make the deadline for the  
special 60th Gala edition  

of SPIONLINE! 
 

If you purchase a table at the 60th 
Anniversary SPI Dinner before August 
31st, your business will receive a full 
page ad in both the Special 60th Gala 
edition of SPIOnline and the monthly 
newsletter, this, until the end of 
2016. 
  
Please contact SPI president Bruce 
Sackman at 718 490-7288 or 
bruces@spionline.info for details. 
 

mailto:bruces@spionline.info
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The Academy Group, Inc. 
A Forensic Behavioral Science Company 

 

This year we are proud to join The Society of Professional Investigators 
in congratulating Distinguished Career Award honoree President of John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice Jeremy Travis and Person of the Year 
Award honoree NYC Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan.   
 
Our firm has effectively served investigators and attorneys in case work 
since 1989. 
 

 Premises Liability/Negligent Security  

 Threat/Behavioral Assessment 

 Forensic Linguistics/Authorial Attribution 

 Questioned Document Analysis 

 Crime Scene Analysis 

 

Please visit us at www.academy-group.com. 
 

If you wish to discuss a matter/case, please contact us at 703.330.0697. 

http://www.academy-group.com
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 The networking event of the year!  
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The networking event of the year!  
From our most recent SPI annual dinner at Giando On the Water in Brooklyn. At last year’s 
gala, NY State attorney general Eric Schneiderman joked: “SPI gave the award to Bratton: 
he became police commissioner. They gave it to Loretta Lynch: she became the United States 
Attorney General. When I was told that SPI wanted to give it to me, I said: ‘That’s alright with 
me!’”  (Photo credits: Bobby Dee and Serena Xu Ning.) 
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2016 Society of Professional Investigators  
60th Anniversary Celebration –SPI NEWSLETTER Advertisement 

 

Date:  September 22, 2016 

 
Honoring: The President of John Jay College of Criminal Justice at the City of New York,  

Jeremy Travis; and the New York City Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan; and our 
Wounded Warriors   

 
 GIANDO ON THE WATER 

400 Kent Ave., 
Brooklyn, NY 

 
MULTIPLE ADVERTISEMENT OPPORTUNITY 

 
 
 
For those of you desiring to congratulate our honorees and extend your best wishes in print we offer 
a very affordable opportunity to place your message in three locations for a single price.  
 
Your firm's message will appear in our newsletter, SPIONLINE and on the SPI web site for a full 
year.  
 
The rates are as follows:  
 
$150 Business Card 
$350 Quarter Page 
$700 Half Page 
$1400 Full Page 
 

 
 
NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________  E-MAIL: _____________________ 
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PROPOSED ADVERT DISPLAY: 
 
 
Please insert Advert/Message here:  (All entries will be returned for proof-reading prior to final publication) 

 

 
ALL CHECKS MUST BE DRAWN ON U.S. BANKS 

Make checks payable to: S.P.I., and prior to October 1, 2015, forwarded to: 
 

Society of Professional Investigators, Inc. 
PO Box 1087, 

Bellmore, NY 11710 
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Application for SPI Membership 
 

First Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
Email Address:_____________________________________________________________________  
Home Address Street:_______________________________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
State:____________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone Number:______________________________________________________________ 
Work or School Name_______________________________________________________________ 
Work or School   Address:___________________________________________________________ 
Work title or School Status (Undergrad, grad, post grad):__________________________________ 

 
To Be Completed by All Candidates 

 
List at least three references (Preferably members of SPI or your present or former associates 
Name_______________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________ 
Telephone___________________________________________ 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________ 
Telephone____________________________________________ 
Name________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________ 
Telephone____________________________________________ 
 
Application fee of $50.00 PLUS Annual Membership fee of $65.00 must be paid at a regular SPI meeting or 
sent to the address below.  The Application Fee is non-refundable.  Membership Fee will be refunded if 
Membership is not accepted by the Board of Directors.  Membership in SPI is a PRIVILEGE and not a 
RIGHT.  Regular annual dues are due and payable prior to January 1st of each calendar year. 
   
Please pay by cash, check or Money order to: SPI PO Box 1087 Bellmore, NY 11710.  Application Back-
ground investigation will not begin until full payment of $115 (Payable to the Society of Professional In-
vestigators) is received. Apply online at www.spionline.info 
  
I hereby apply for membership in the society of Professional Investigators and I am submitting my initia-
tion and annual dues fee as required herein.  I agree, as evidenced by this application for membership, to 
furnish SPI with all information relative to any claim or action filed against me. I hereby authorize repre-
sentative of SPI to perform a thorough investigation of my background in connection with this application 
 

_________________________            Date _______________                                                                                                   

Signature of Applicant   

http://www.spionline.info
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The Society of Professional Investigators awards free 
membership in our organization to eligible members of 
the Active Duty Military and of the Brooklyn-based 
Combat Wounded Veterans of America  
 

Although the requirements for full and associate mem-
bership remain the same, the application fee, ($115)  
and yearly dues (currently $65) are waived for these 
individuals.  Just go the SPI website at 
www.spionline.info and fill out the application indi-
cating you are a member of one of these groups of spe-
cial status individuals.       

PO Box 1087 

Bellmore, NY 11710 

E-mail: bruces@spionline.info 

Ph: 718-490-7288 

 

 

 

 

 

For over 20  years the Mechanic  

Group has specialized in providing in-

surance programs to the private secu-

rity, investigation and electronic securi-

ty industries.  For many years The Me-

chanic Group has supported SPI and 

2014 is no different.  Ask your fellow 

SPI members who provides their insur-

ance and chances are this is the firm.   

SPI encourages all of its members with 

insurance needs to contact the  

Mechanic Group at: 800-214-0207 

Society of Professional 

Investigators, Inc. 

 

Free SPI Membership to Wounded Veterans of America  

Celebrating 60 years as NYC’s Premiere 

Investigative Fraternal Organization 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPIONLINE is a monthly newsletter 

published by the Society of Profes-

sional Investigators. 

Publisher: Bruce Sackman 

Editor: Emmanuelle Welch 

We welcome comments regarding the 

newsletter and submissions from members. 


