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A message from the President of the Society of Professional Investigators…. 
 
 
 
Friends: 
 
2016 is shaping up to be a banner year for SPI. Both our membership rolls and treasury are the 
strongest in recent memory.  Our monthly dinner speaker lineup would rival that of the most      
expensive conference.  
  
We begin with award winning crime reporter Murray Weiss on January 21, 2016.  February18th 
brings us Bridget Brennan, the NYC Special Narcotics Prosecutor.  On March 31st, we have the 
authors of the new book "Crooked Brooklyn", Michael Vecchione and Jerry Schmetterer, and on 
May 19th we have CNN Legal Analyst and former homicide prosecutor Paul Callan.  
 
We are certified by the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy to issue CPE credits 
in calendar year 2016 for our dinner speaker presentations.    
  
Keep the date 9/22/16 open for our 60th Anniversary Dinner at Giando on the Water in          
Brooklyn.  Honorees will be announced shortly.  Once again we will be offering special early dis-
counted pricing for SPI members to attend this dinner. 

If you are already a member please renew by paying your annual dues promptly.  We have once 
again held the price at $65.00 a year, the lowest fee of any similar professional organization. If 
you would like to join our ranks, please visit our website at www.spionline.info for an application. 

 

All best    

 
Bruce Sackman  
President, SPI   
http://www.spionline.info/  
                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                            
                                                        
Catch SPI on Facebook at:   tps://www.facebook.com/SPIdetectives  
Catch SPI on Twitter at: https://twitter.com/SPIdetectives  
Go to the SPI Store at: www.zazzle.com/
SPIstore                                                                                        
                            

http://www.spionline.info
http://www.spionline.info/
http://www.facebook.com/SPIdetectives
https://twitter.com/SPIdetectives
http://www.zazzle/
http://www.zazzle.com/SPIstore
http://www.zazzle.com/SPIstore
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Coming to SPI January 21, 2016 
Murray Weiss 

 

 

Murray Weiss is an award-winning investi-

gative journalist, author, columnist and edi-

tor, and is considered an expert on govern-

ment, law enforcement, criminal justice, 

organized crime and terrorism.  Murray has 

held a number of prominent positions at 

two of the country's largest newspapers, the 

New York Post and the New York Daily 

News, and exposed the secrets of murder-

ers, mob bosses and terrorists to coining the 

expression "Rough Sex."  He’s currently the 

criminal justice editor at DNAinfo.com  

Under former Post editor Pete Hamill, Weiss served for nearly a year as metropolitan editor during 

one of the paper's most difficult, and colorful, periods.  He has written scores of exclusive articles — 

among them the national disclosures that a rogue NBA referee was on a Mafia payroll and the link 

between a Ft. Hood Army psychiatrist and an Al Qaeda leader. Others involved stories recognizable 

by single names or phrases: Louima; Diallo; Gotti; Madoff; Preppy Murder, Mob Cops, Kennedy 

Rape, Sean Bell, Central Park Jogger; Crown Heights Riot; NYPD Ticket Fixing; Stop-and-Frisk, 

and Millionaire Madam.    

His award-winning investigations include exposés on corruption in city government, drug abuse 

within the NYPD; breakdowns in the Fire Department that cost the lives of two firemen and system-

ic abuses in the New York military. Several articles resulted in governmental and legislative chang-

es, the dismissals of top officials and the criminal convic-

tions of wrongdoers.  For more than two decades, Murray 

also served as Criminal Justice Editor at the New York 

Post, overseeing a bureau of reporters working inside 

NYPD Headquarters. 

Murrays is the author of 2 books: The Man Who Warned 

America: The Life and Death of John O'Neill, the FBI's 

Embattled Counterterror Warrior and Palm Beach Baby-

lon: The Sinful History of America's Super-Rich Paradise. 

The%20Life%20and%20Death%20of%20John%20O'Neill,%20the%20FBI's%20Embattled%20Counterterror%20Warrior
The%20Life%20and%20Death%20of%20John%20O'Neill,%20the%20FBI's%20Embattled%20Counterterror%20Warrior
http://www.amazon.com/Palm-Beach-Babylon-Americas-Super-Rich-ebook/dp/B016X9PDM6/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1452771311&sr=1-4&keywords=murray+weiss
http://www.amazon.com/Palm-Beach-Babylon-Americas-Super-Rich-ebook/dp/B016X9PDM6/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1452771311&sr=1-4&keywords=murray+weiss
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Coming to SPI February 18, 2016 
 

Bridget Brennan, New York City Special Narcotics Prosecutor 

 

Bridget G. Brennan has been New York City’s Special Nar-
cotics Prosecutor since 1998. Appointed by New York 
City’s five elected District Attorneys,  Ms. Brennan is the 
first woman to hold that position. Ms. Brennan is in charge 
of an agency solely dedicated to the investigation and 
prosecution of narcotics offenses in the five boroughs that 
comprise New York City.  
 
The Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor is widely 
recognized for its legal and technological expertise. It pro-
cesses thousands of arrests each year, prosecutes nation-
al and international drug trafficking and money laundering 
organizations, and oversees large-scale operations target-
ing violent drug gangs in New York City neighborhoods. In-
creasingly, the office conducts complex investigations into 
the criminal distribution of addictive prescription drugs and 
related crimes.  

 
Under Ms. Brennan’s direction, the Office has developed innovative strategies to 
stem the flow of drugs into the city and target emerging problems. She established 
individual units focusing on heroin, prescription drugs, narcotics gangs, money 
laundering and related financial crimes. Special Narcotics has a track record of in-
novation. Long before state law authorized alternative to incarceration courts, Ms. 
Brennan expanded Special Narcotics programs offering treatment instead of prison 
to qualified addicted defendants.  
 
Ms. Brennan became a New York County Assistant District Attorney in 1983. While 
there, she handled hundreds of misdemeanor and felony prosecutions, including 
homicides and sex crimes cases in the Trial Division. She served as an interim Di-
rector of Public Information and a Deputy Bureau Chief. She was appointed to the 
Office of Special Narcotics in 1992, becoming Chief Assistant in 1995. Prior to that, 
she was the Chief of the Special Investigations Bureau, overseeing some of the 
most significant narcotics investigations in the country.  
 
Before her legal career, she was a print, radio and television reporter in her native 
Wisconsin, where she graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a B.A. in 
Journalism. Ms. Brennan also received her law degree from the University of Wis-
consin. She currently resides in Brooklyn with her husband Douglas Jensen, an at-
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Coming to SPI March 31, 2016 
 

Michael Vecchione, Former Brooklyn Prosecutor; and 
Jerry Schmetterer, Former Spokesperson for the Brooklyn DA’s 

Office 

From 2001 to 2013, Mike Vecchione was chief of the Rackets 
Division in the Brooklyn District Attorney's office, which was 
the largest urban prosecution agency in the country. Vec-
chione grappled with organized crime and dirty politicians, 
during which he supervised, investigated, and prosecuted 
major felony cases.  

Unbelievable and unforgettable, Crooked Brooklyn is filled 
with characters and stories ripped straight from the tabloids, 
great for fans who enjoy Law & Order, readers of true crime 
and those hungry for details about the system that keeps us 
safe.  

MICHAEL F. VECCHIONE recently retired as Chief of the Rackets Division of the 
Kings County District Attorney's Office, completing a career as a prosecutor that 
spanned four decades. He is co-author of one previous non-fiction book. He 
lives in Long Island City, N.Y. 
 
JERRY SCHMETTERER is an award winning print and broadcast journalist. He 
served for 12 years as the spokesman for the Kings County District Attorney's 
Office.  

In this excerpt published in the New York Daily 
News, Michael Vecchione tells how his office 
nabbed a dirty matrimonial judge peddling rul-
ings for a fee. They worked until they obtained a 
video of Supreme Court Judge Gerald Garson (r.) 
accepting a bribe from crooked attorney Paul 
Siminovsky. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/new-book-details-brooklyn-nabbed-corrupt-judge-article-1.2427076
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/new-book-details-brooklyn-nabbed-corrupt-judge-article-1.2427076
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Coming May 19, 2016 
CNN Legal Commentator Paul Callan 

 
Paul Callan is a CNN legal analyst and former media law professor. Callan began his legal career as a pros-
ecutor in the Brooklyn District Attorney's Office. While in that office he served as deputy chief of the 
Homicide Bureau. His duties included the supervision all murder investigations and trials in one of the 
county's largest and busiest law enforcement agencies. He was one of the prosecutors on the case of 
People v. David Berkowitz, the infamous "Son of Sam" serial murder case. During his career as a prosecu-
tor he was involved in hundreds of investigations and trials including complex economic crimes as well as 
cases of domestic violence, sex crimes, kidnapping, robbery, theft, murder, and organized crime . 
 
Through the years he has been involved in a number of high profile cases, most recently representing the 
former Trial Division Chief of the Manhattan District Attorney's Office in the Central Park Jogger civil liti-
gation. His prosecutor clients in that matter conducted the reinvestigation, which exonerated the so-
called "Central Park 5." 

Callan's successful defense in a criminal case of a physician falsely accused of abusing a patient was the 
subject of a Wall Street Journal editorial which was honored with the Pulitzer Prize in part to the author's 
reporting on Callan's case. 

Callan successfully represented the Estate of Nicole Brown Simpson in the civil suit against O.J. Simpson. 
The civil jury, unlike the criminal jury, found Simpson liable for the murders of Nicole Brown Simpson and 
Ronald Goldman, awarding a verdict in excess of $35,000,000. Other well-known clients have included 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Ivana Trump, Quentin Tarantino, Vadim Perlman, and actress Michelle Rodriquez. 

He has litigated a diverse array of fascinating cases including: a leading case in New York regarding its 
Rape Shield Law; a case involving of the artist Mark Rothko's most famous painting; a case involving the 
first attempted commercial sale of lunar material in the United States, the so-called "Moon Rocks Case." 
He even defended a murder case, which occurred at The Brooklyn Brewery during a live performance of 
the Bindlestiff Travelling Cirkus, the so-called "Circus Murder Case." He is a skilled criminal defense law-
yer handling cases of complexity in both state and federal matters. 
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P A G E  7  

 

  

Each year our annual 
dinners  attract the 
top law enforcement 
officials and forensic 
experts in the na-
tion.  Our newsletter 
is distributed to over 
1,500 professionals 
and we continue to 
keep the annual 
dues at a very afford-
able $65 per year.   
Visit 

www.spionline.info 
or complete the ap-
plication contained in 
this newsletter.   
 
 

The verdict is in. SPI 

has proven itself to be 

the premier fraternal 

investigative society in 

New York.  Our month-

ly meetings continue 

to present the top ex-

perts in their fields, 

and the networking 

opportunities are sec-

ond to none.     

Make 2016 The Year You Join SPI 

 

Education, 

training and 

networking 

are the 

hallmarks of 

the Society 

of 

Professional 

Investigators 

 

http://www.spionline.info
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Application for SPI Membership 
 

First Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
Email Address:_____________________________________________________________________  
Home Address Street:_______________________________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
State:____________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone Number:______________________________________________________________ 
Work or School Name_______________________________________________________________ 
Work or School   Address:___________________________________________________________ 
Work title or School Status (Undergrad, grad, post grad):__________________________________ 

 
To Be Completed by All Candidates 

 
List at least three references (Preferably members of SPI or your present or former associates 
Name_______________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________ 
Telephone___________________________________________ 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________ 
Telephone____________________________________________ 
Name________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________ 
Telephone____________________________________________ 
 
Application fee of $50.00 PLUS Annual Membership fee of $65.00 must be paid at a regular SPI meeting or 
sent to the address below.  The Application Fee is non-refundable.  Membership Fee will be refunded if 
Membership is not accepted by the Board of Directors.  Membership in SPI is a PRIVILEGE and not a 
RIGHT.  Regular annual dues are due and payable prior to January 1st of each calendar year. 
   
Please pay by cash, check or Money order to: SPI PO Box 1087 Bellmore, NY 11710.  Application Back-
ground investigation will not begin until full payment of $115 (Payable to the Society of Professional In-
vestigators) is received. Apply online at www.spionline.info 
  
I hereby apply for membership in the society of Professional Investigators and I am submitting my initia-
tion and annual dues fee as required herein.  I agree, as evidenced by this application for membership, to 
furnish SPI with all information relative to any claim or action filed against me. I hereby authorize repre-
sentative of SPI to perform a thorough investigation of my background in connection with this application 
 

_________________________            Date _______________                                                                                                   

Signature of Applicant   

http://www.spionline.info
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SAVE THE DATE: SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 
 

THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE SOCIETY  OF 
PROFESSIONAL INVESTIGATORS  

 
GIANDO ON THE WATER 

WILLIAMSBURG, BROOKLYN  
 

HONOREES TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Photos of SPI’s 59th gala are available in our online gallery. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/134266183@N04/albums/72157659616699858
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one of these groups of spe-
cial status individuals.       
 

The Society of Professional 
Investigators awards free 
membership in our organi-
zation to eligible members 
of the Active Duty Military 
and Wounded Warrior Pro-
ject.  
Although the requirements 
for full and associate mem-
bership remain the same, 
the application fee, ($115)  
and yearly dues (currently 
$65) are waived for these 
individuals.  Just go the SPI 
website at 
www.spionline.info and fill 
out the application indi-
cating you are a member of 

PO Box 1087 

Bellmore, NY 11710 

Phone:  718-490-7288 

Email:  BTS1811@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

For over 20  years the Mechanic  Group has specialized 

in providing insurance programs to the private security, 

investigation and electronic security industries.  For 

many years The Mechanic Group has supported SPI and 

2014 is no different.  Ask your fellow SPI members who 

provides their insurance and chances are this is the 

firm.   SPI encourages all of its members with insurance 

needs to contact the Mechanic Group at: 

800-214-0207 or by e-mail at info@mechanicgroup.com     

Society of Professional 

Investigators, Inc. 

Free SPI Membership to WWP and Active Duty Personnel 

Celebrating 60 years as NYC’s Premiere 

Investigative Fraternal Organization 

“ 


