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SPI Gala Celebrates 60th Anniversary  

with New York City’s Best 
James O'Neill made our gala his first official dinner engagement as 
Commissioner of the NYPD, joining SPI in honoring NYC Special 
Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan and John Jay College for 
Criminal Justice president Jeremy Travis. 
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SPIONLINE 
INSIDE: 

 

Left: NYPD Commissioner James O’Neill; Above: SPI President Bruce Sackman 
and Jeremy Travis, 2016 SPI DISTINGUISHED CAREER 
Below: NYPD Emerald Society Fife and Drum; Bridget Brennan, 2016 SPI PERSON 
OF THE YEAR 



SPIONLINE October 2016 

 2 

SPI 60th Anniversary Dinner  
 

On Thursday, September 22, 2016, our association held one 
of our most highly acclaimed events with a very successful 
60th Anniversary Dinner at Giando on the Water in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Enjoying the gorgeous sunset over 
panoramic views of Manhattan and three world-famous 
bridges, over 150 guests sipped cocktails and reunited with 
friends and colleagues: investigators of all stripes for the 
private and public sectors, Certified Fraud Examiners, active 
and retired Law Enforcement. 
 
SPI board member Steven Levine opened the ceremony, 

introducing the Joint Military Services Uniform Color Guard. We were entertained by the NYPD Emerald Society 
Pipes and Drums as well as R&B singer and veteran Emy Cee, who sang a heartfelt National Anthem. SPI 
President Bruce Sackman thanked James O'Neill, New York’s newest police commissioner, barely sworn in as 
America’s Top Cop, for making our gala his first official dinner engagement. Five days prior, on James O’Neill’s 
first full day as  NYPD Commissioner, a bomb exploded in Chelsea. Racing to the scene of the explosion, he took 
charge of an investigation that led to the arrest of a suspect in record time. “I had every confidence that this 
would come to a successful conclusion,” O’Neill told the SPI gala attendees. He praised the coordination of the 
different agencies involved and marveled at the work of expert technicians able to “find evidence in total 
devastation.” SPI President Bruce Sackman reminded the audience that SPI was created in 1956 by 
investigators who were pioneers in using then-new forensic technologies. He paid homage to SPI’s diversity 
and to our member’s collective expertise in “disciplines our founders would have never dreamed of before.”  
 
In keeping with the tradition, President Sackman handed awards to Combat Wounded Veterans of America 
first: David Wray (USAR, CW2, Iraq), a John Jay College 
alumni; James Norris (USAR, Tech Sgt. E-6), Crystal L. Batson 
and Roberto Diaz Jr. (US Army Reserve, OEF Veteran). Upon 
receiving the SPI 2016 Person Of The Year Award, Bridget 
Brennan, Special Narcotics Prosecutor for the city of New 
York, thanked SPI for the recognition: “What is so wonderful 
about SPI is the public/private partnership,” she said. She 
added that she firmly believes that public and private sector 
partnerships are keys to get through crisis such as the 
current heroin epidemic striking New York City. “Bridget 
Brennan is one of our unsung heroes of the transformation of 
New York City,” said 2016 SPI Distinguished Career Award, 
Jeremy Travis. The President of John Jay College of Criminal Justice also echoed her strong belief that “the work 
to do isn’t all government agencies. We’re in line with SPI on that. We also welcome veterans, being the school 
with the largest number of students who are veterans per capita,” he added to great applause. R&B singer Emy 
Cee, herself a veteran, sang a heartfelt tribute to the men and women in uniform, called “Thank you,” 
 
Thank you all for making the evening a great success! 

COMPLETE COVERAGE OF SPI
https://www.flickr.com/photos/134266183@N04/sets/72157673278241872

https://www.flickr.com/photos/134266183@N04/sets/72157673278241872
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COMPLETE COVERAGE OF SPI’s 60th GALA BY SPI PHOTOGRAPHER SERENA XU-NING IS AVAILABLE HERE: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/134266183@N04/sets/72157673278241872 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/134266183@N04/sets/72157673278241872
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The Academy Group, Inc. 
A Forensic Behavioral Science Company 

 
This year we are proud to join The Society of Professional Investigators 
in congratulating Distinguished Career Award honoree President of 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice Jeremy Travis and Person of the 
Year Award honoree NYC Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Bren-
nan.   
 
Our firm has effectively served investigators and attorneys in case work 
since 1989. 

Premises Liability/Negligent Security  
Threat/Behavioral Assessment 
Forensic Linguistics/Authorial Attribution 
Questioned Document Analysis 
Crime Scene Analysis 
 

Please visit us at www.academy-group.com 
 

If you wish to discuss a matter/case, please contact us at 
703.330.0697. 

http://www.academy-group.com
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P A G E  6  

 

  

 

us that The Coffey Files, a 
1992 best-selling book that he 
wrote about NYPD Det. Sgt. 
Joe Coffey has recently been 
republished in digital form. 
“Joe passed away last Febru-
ary,” Jerry said, “and I know 
that many SPI members knew 
him and are probably familiar 
with many of the cases it de-
tails.” The Coffey Files is now 
in the process of becoming a 
tv series. To purchase a digital 
copy, visit the e-publisher: 
http://mysteriouspress.com/
products/true-crime/the-coffey
-files-by-joseph-coffey-and-
jerry-schmetterer.asp. 

At the 
Undis-
closed 
Files of 
the Po-
lice 
book 
party, 
we 
bumped 
into for-
mer SPI 

speaker Jerry Schmetter-
er, co-author of Crooked 
Brooklyn and former 
spokesperson for the 
Brooklyn District Attor-
ney’s office. He informed 

THE COFFEY FILES NOW AN E-BOOK, SOON TO BE A TV SERIES 

Coming to SPI on October 27:  

Undisclosed Files of the Police 

 

SPI President Bruce Sackman and SPI photographer Serena Xu-Ning attended the first auto-
graph signing of a terrific new book the, Undisclosed Files of the Police, Cases from the Ar-
chives of the NYPD from 1831 to the Present. 

 
The authors of this book, Ber-
nard Whalen, Philip Messing 
and Robert Mladinich will be 
at the SPI dinner at Forlini's 
on October 27, 2016 to dis-
cuss this publication and sign 
copies.  The first 20 SPI mem-
bers to reserve a seat will get 
a free copy of the book, a $40 
value.  
To reserve your seat, visit 
https://spionline.info/
th_event/dinner-authors-
undisclosed-files-police/ 
 

 

http://mysteriouspress.com/products/true-crime/the-coffey-files-by-joseph-coffey-and-jerry-schmetterer.asp
http://mysteriouspress.com/products/true-crime/the-coffey-files-by-joseph-coffey-and-jerry-schmetterer.asp
http://mysteriouspress.com/products/true-crime/the-coffey-files-by-joseph-coffey-and-jerry-schmetterer.asp
http://mysteriouspress.com/products/true-crime/the-coffey-files-by-joseph-coffey-and-jerry-schmetterer.asp
http://mysteriouspress.com/products/true-crime/the-coffey-files-by-joseph-coffey-and-jerry-schmetterer.asp
https://spionline.info/th_event/dinner-authors-undisclosed-files-police/
https://spionline.info/th_event/dinner-authors-undisclosed-files-police/
https://spionline.info/th_event/dinner-authors-undisclosed-files-police/
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Coming to SPI November 17:  

 

 
 

 AND DIGITAL CURRENCIES IN INVESTIGATIONS 

 

On November 17, we’ll explore the world of digi-
tal currency for investigators with cybersecurity 
and privacy attorney, Richard Borden. Bitcoins and 
other forms of digital currency are being increas-
ingly used for both legal and illegal transactions 
including ransomware. This is a topic investigators 
need to know more about. 

Richard “Rick” Borden focuses his practice on 
three core intersecting areas: big data governance 
and the Internet of Things, cybersecurity risk man-
agement, and technology sourcing and transac-
tions. Before joining the Hartfort, CT office of Rob-
inson+Cole, Mr. Borden served as the chief privacy 
officer and chief information security and privacy 
counsel of Depository Trust & Clearing Corporation (DTCC). He also acted as the general coun-
sel of Soltra, the DTCC and FS-ISAC–automated threat-sharing joint venture. During his tenure, 
Mr. Borden focused much of his outreach on alerting the business community to the risks and 
vulnerabilities in the cyber network.  
 
Read Rick’s Borden interview with the Wall Street Journal in August 2016: 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/in-the-bitcoin-era-ransomware-attacks-surge-1471616632 
 
Follow Richard Borden on Twitter: @rickborden13 
 
To reserve your seat, visit our website: https://spionline.info/th_event/dinner-on-digital-
currencies/ 

http://www.rc.com/people/RichardMBorden.cfm
http://www.wsj.com/articles/in-the-bitcoin-era-ransomware-attacks-surge-1471616632
https://spionline.info/th_event/dinner-on-digital-currencies/
https://spionline.info/th_event/dinner-on-digital-currencies/
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Charles Iadanza at 

SPI’s 58th gala 

Charles Iadanza, SPI member since 1978  

60 years of SPI  
Those who have joined SPI have in-
deed joined an auspicious organiza-
tion with a tremendous history.  
In 1955, a group of 10 men met and 
decided to formulate an organization 
dedicated to fostering networking be-
tween law enforcement professionals. 
These men envisioned an organiza-
tion that would be called The Society 
of Professional Investigators of New 
York. They were investigative profes-
sionals who began their careers toil-
ing during World War 2 for the OSS/
OSI, the Office of Strategic Services/
Office of Strategic Intelligence which 
was the predecessor to the CIA. 
Therefore, with the help of Herman 
Bass Esq., they petitioned the Su-
preme Court of the First Judicial Dis-
trict of New York State on July 3, 1956 
to incorporate the Society of Profes-

sional Investigators (SPI) under the Mem-
bership Incorporations Law of New York 
State. The final incorporation was filed 
with the NYS Secretary of State on July 9, 
1956. 

years (including the 
commemorative 9/11 
pin pictured above) 
and photos taken 
with honorees, in-
cluding Rudy Giuliani 
as the U.S. Attorney 
for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York (see 
photo) and of Ray 
Kelly, when he was 
Commissioner of In-
vestigations for the 
U.S. Customs Ser-
vice. (see page 15.) 
Find the hat and don’t 
fear to ask! 

Recently retired NYC HRA 
investigator Charles 
Iadanza “knows where 
a few bodies are 
stashed” and more 
about SPI’s history: 
Charlie (the Man with a 
hat) is the longest-
serving SPI  member 
and board member. 
Charlie has much mate-
rial to show for his 11 
years as SPI treasurer 
and through his service 

in every elective office on 
the board (except for secre-
tary.) He has a complete set 
of SPI pins from the last 38 
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SPI featured in the New Yorker Presents  
P A G E  1 1  

 

Re l e a sed 

in March, 

episode 10 

of the TV 

series The 

N e w 

Yorker Presents includes a  

mini-documentary about SPI.  

Called “Snoops”, the story 

takes the viewer to one of our 

monthly dinners at Forlini’s. We 

shadow SPI President Bruce Sack-

man inside the legendary Italian 

restaurant in Manhattan and sit 

down with him as he welcomes 

guests and gets the dinner party 

going. The conversation flows 

among professional investigators 

from all disciplines, including foren-

sic psychologist Michael Welner, 

medico-legal death investigator 

Barbara Butcher, expert process 

server Irving Botwinick, landlord & 

tenant investigator Bill Golodner, 

P.I. Paul Babakitis, labor compliance 

expert Steven Levine…  

The show is accessible for free to 

Amazon Prime subscribers on 

Amazon’s website, in the Video 

section. 

 

specialists, Computer Fo-
rensic Investigators, Foren-
sic Odontologists, Forensic 
Accountants and other spe-
cialties as well as members 
from the traditional investi-
gative community.  
SPI members are Licensed 
Private Investigators and 
Certified Fraud Examiners, 
investigative counsels, ac-

tive NYPD detectives, 
Postal Inspectors, investi-
gators for city and federal 
agencies, for utility com-
panies and business advi-
sory firms… SPI awards 
free membership to mem-
bers of the Active Duty 
Military and Combat 
Wounded Warriors of 
America. 

Just as the criminal justice 
profession has changed, 
so has SPI. In 1956, most 
SPI members worked for 
government agencies, es-
pecially in Law Enforce-
ment. 
Today, SPI incorporates 
professions unheard of in 
1956. These include, but 
are not limited to: DNA 

 

SPI members today: investigators of all stripes 

“I may know a 

few good tales 

and where a few 

bodies are 

stashed, so don't 

fear to ask! “ 

Charles Iadanza, 

SPI member 

since 1978 
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http://aaple.org/events/events.htm
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Whether it is a same day 
emergency service on an 
evading individual, a 
routine service on a 
company or the Secre-
tary of State, a last mi-
nute court filing, or com-
plicated investigation 
we always provide pro-
fessional and high quali-
ty service. We will han-
dle all your needs in a 
quick, efficient manner 
while providing a pleas-
ant customer experi-
ence.   

http://www.servingbyirving.com/
http://brbpublications.com/books/special
http://brbpublications.com/
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http://www.investigativeacademy.com/
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In the early days of SPI, the organization would only hand out one prize, 
ment Achievement,
former U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, Arthur H. Christie, then famous for having prosecuted ma-
fia boss Frank Costello for tax evasion. In 1960, SPI gave its award to the entire NYPD, 
problems at the U.N. General Assembly meeting,
recipient was William A. O
bers started working for the private sector, SPI honored professionals such as Horace Balmer, then the head of securi-
ty for the NBA (1993).  At last year
Schneiderman joked about the 
gave it to Loretta Lynch: she became the United States AG. When I was told that SPI wanted to give it to me, I said: 
‘That

“For SPIs, a hunger for a good Italian  
is only second to a hunger for Justice.” 
Bruce Sackman, President of the Society of Professional Investigators in SNOOPS  

Forlini’s, the home of the Society of Professional Investigators 
Since 1943, the Forlini family has been serving Northern Italian specialties. 

Call us at (212) 349-6779 to make a reservation 
Find us at 93 Baxter Street, New York, NY 10013 

Browse our menu at forlinisnyc.com 

http://www.forlinisnyc.com
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60 years of outstanding honorees  

Charles Iadanza and Ray 

Kelly in 1997.  

 

Kim Anklin and Bob Rahn of 

Management Resources Ltd 

of NY with SPI person of the 

year 2014, Brooklyn DA 

Kenneth Thompson. 

 

At the 2013 gala, SPI Presi-

dent Bruce Sacknan welcom-

ing Loretta Lynch, then 

United States Attorney for 

the Eastern District of New 

York and Bill Bratton, for-

mer Commissioner of the 

NYPD. 

In the early days of SPI, the organization would only hand out one prize, “The SPI Award for Outstanding Law Enforce-
ment Achievement,” during a party held at Riccardo’s, in Astoria, Queens. For instance, the 1959 SPI Gala honored 
former U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, Arthur H. Christie, then famous for having prosecuted ma-
fia boss Frank Costello for tax evasion. In 1960, SPI gave its award to the entire NYPD, “for its handling of security 
problems at the U.N. General Assembly meeting,” the year of Nikita Khrushchev's shoe-banging incident. In 1965, the 
recipient was William A. O’Connor, superintendent of Police for the Port of New York Authority. As more SPI mem-
bers started working for the private sector, SPI honored professionals such as Horace Balmer, then the head of securi-
ty for the NBA (1993).  At last year’s gala, SPI 2015 Distinguished Career recipient NY State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman joked about the “SPI effect:” “SPI gave the award to Bratton: he became police commissioner. They 
gave it to Loretta Lynch: she became the United States AG. When I was told that SPI wanted to give it to me, I said: 
‘That’s alright with me!’”  

http://nysleuth.com/
http://nysleuth.com/
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http://www.britishamerican.net/
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The Members of the Associated Licensed Detectives of New York State would like 
to extend their congratulations to the Society of Professional Investigators on its 
60th Anniversary.   
 
We also extend our congratulations to Jeremy Travis, President of John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice on receiving the Distinguished Career Award, and to Brid-
get Brennan, Special Narcotics Prosecutor for the City of New York, on receiving 
the Person of The Year Award.  Congratulations and appreciation are also extend-
ed to the members of the Combat Wounded Warriors of America.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gil Alba 
President of ALDONYS 

   

ALDONYS members with NYPD Commissioner  O’Neill at SPI’s 60 Dinner Gala  
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The New York Chapter of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners 
would like to extend its congratulations to the Society of Professional In-
vestigators on its 60th Anniversary.  
 
We also extend our congratulations to Dr. Jeremy Travis, President of 
John Jay College, on receiving the Distinguished Career Award, and to 
Bridget Brennan, NYC Special Narcotics Prosecutor, on receiving the Per-
son of the Year Award. Appreciation is also extended to the members of 
the Combat Wounded Veterans of America. 
 
We encourage SPI members and event attendees to visit our website, 
www.nycfe.org, to join the New York Chapter of the ACFE and to attend 
our annual conference, 
 

“Future Fraud Trends: A Global Perspective”  
 
(16 CPE credits), which will take place on October 14 & 15, 2016 at John 
Jay College. SPI President Bruce Sackman will be speaking at this event. 
Please mention this advertisement when booking your ticket to receive a 
special rate.  
 
ACFE New York Chapter Board of Directors 
President:     Jonathan L. Newcomb, CFE 
Vice President/Training Director: Chelsea Binns Ph.D., CFE, PI 
2nd Vice President/Special Events: Dora M. Gomez CFE, CRMA 
3rd Vice President/Treasurer:  John S. Reuther, III MBA, CFE 
Secretary:      Emmah Padilla  

http://www.nycfe.org
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

 

 

 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

S P I O N L I N E  

 

 
                

 

 

http://www.prolective.com/
http://searchnetmgt.com/
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The Society of Professional Investigators awards free 
membership in our organization to eligible members of 
the Active Duty Military and of the Brooklyn-based 
Combat Wounded Veterans of America  
 
Although the requirements for full and associate mem-
bership remain the same, the application fee, ($115)  
and yearly dues (currently $65) are waived for these 
individuals.  Just go the SPI website at 
www.spionline.info and fill out the application indi-
cating you are a member of one of these groups of spe-

cial status individuals.       

PO Box 1087 

Bellmore, NY 11710 

E-mail: bruces@spionline.info 

Ph: 718-490-7288 

 

 

 

 

 

For over 20  years the Mechanic  

Group has specialized in providing in-

surance programs to the private secu-

rity, investigation and electronic securi-

ty industries.  For many years The Me-

chanic Group has supported SPI and 

2014 is no different.  Ask your fellow 

SPI members who provides their insur-

ance and chances are this is the firm.   

SPI encourages all of its members with 

insurance needs to contact the  

Mechanic Group at: 800-214-0207 

Society of Professional  

Investigators, Inc. 

Free membership to active duty personel  

and Combat Wounded Veterans of America 

Celebrating 60 years as NYC’s Premiere 

Investigative Fraternal Organization 

SPI has proven itself to be the 
premier fraternal investiga-
tive society in New York. 
Our monthly meetings con-
tinue to present the top ex-
perts in their fields, and the 
networking opportunities are 
second to none.     

Each year our annual dinners  
attract the top law enforce-

SPIONLINE is a monthly newsletter 

published by the Society of Profession-

al Investigators. 

Publisher: Bruce Sackman 

Editor: Emmanuelle Welch 

We welcome comments regarding the 

newsletter and submissions from members. 

Please contact Bruce at 718-490-7288. 


